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December 6, 2020 

Dear Telluride School District Families, 

I hope you have all had a safe and relaxing weekend and enjoyed the beautiful weather.  While 

many of us agree we desperately need snow, it is hard to not enjoy soaking in some sunshine. 

I waited until this afternoon to send out a communication so that I could have the latest update from 

SMC Public Health.  While it is clear positive cases in our county are continuing to trend upward, as of 

3:00pm today none of the recent positive results impact classroom or school operation.  We will stick 

with our plan to begin this week in-person for grades K-6, and re-evaluate after Tuesday’s new 

metrics are released.   

I feel it is important to take a minute and thank San Miguel County Public Health for the fantastic job 

they have been doing.  They have been managing the huge load of positive cases and associated 

contact tracing, as well as implementing free public testing, and have been responsive and 

supportive in helping our administration interpret the ever-changing guidance and make the best 

possible decisions.  It is clear that other countries across the state (and country) are struggling, but we 

are in good hands and should be thankful.  For information on the SMC free public COVID testing, go 

to: https://covid-19-sanmiguelco.hub.arcgis.com/pages/testing. 

I also want to thank our students, families, and staff for doing the right thing on a daily basis to keep 

our schools open.  While we did have two staff members and two students test positive in the past 

week, none of these led to school-related quarantines.  This is because people stayed home when 

they had symptoms, or quarantined and tested after any travel.  The superstitious part of me hates to 

draw attention to the fact that we have made it over two weeks without a classroom quarantine, but 

I will knock on wood as I type this. 

Please remember that the Telluride Education Foundation’s Compassion Campaign continues 

(https://tellurideeducation.org/telluride-compassion-campaign/), and we have had several other 

generous donations to support out schools.  Staff members received turkeys this past week, and 

Christmas trees are for sale outside the Telluride Intermediate School. Thanks to all in our community 

for your support! 

Please remember to follow the Five Commitments and Public Health orders and guidance.  Do not 

hold any indoor private gatherings.  Maintain social distancing and wear a mask.  Stay home if you 

have symptoms, and get tested.  Travel safely and only when necessary.  Wash your hands 

often.  Additionally, if you have been contacted by San Miguel Public Health and your student has 

been asked to quarantine, whether as a Close Contact of a Known Positive, or as a household 

member of a Close Contact of a Known Positive, please do not send that student to school, and 

please do not have them interact with other students who are attending school until they have been 

released from quarantine.  All of these actions help to keep our schools and community safe.   

Thank you and have a wonderful week, 
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